
Janusz Korczak
Olivia Bogacka



Janusz Korczak was born in Warsaw on 22 July  1878 
or 1879. 

He was a Polish-Jewish doctor, teacher, writer and 
social activist.

He probably died on 7 August  1942 in Treblinka 



He never establish a family, he devoted his 
whole life to street children, Polish and Jewish 
orphans from the neediest district of Warsaw.



He did not put somebody first or favor anyone. He believed that the child understands 

just like adults, but does not have so many experiences. For children, he was a beloved 

doctor.

He once said "Without a happy childhood, all life must be crippled”



He was a doctor and military man, but most of all a teacher. He 

devoted his whole life to children.  He didn't leave them when the 

hour of the most difficult and final attempt . He went with them to 

death, although he was offered the possibility of rescue. The 

greatness of Janusz Korczak influenced even the German criminals.



Each of the children knew that they could always come to him, ask for advice, share 

their sorrows and joys, and have a good weep . Such close, at hand, the presence of the 

doctor was especially valuable during the German occupation. After all, the Jews were 

the main object of the hatred of the "nation of masters" and the fate of the children was 

the most tragic at that time.

In the ghetto created by the occupiers, they were dying of hunger and disease in the 

streets. They were also killed by German bullets when they tried to leave the ghetto to 

get at least some food or just to escape this hell.



Janusz Korczak gave the youngest a helping hand. Two hundred people lived in the 

house, which was intended for one hundred people. He also supported other care 

facilities where the youngest could find help.

This was the case until 5 August 1942, when the world ended for Jewish children. The 

"Old Doctor" was with them then. And it was he who conducted them all to the other 

side.



World War II and death in Treblinka



In the first days of World War II, together with educators and co-workers he was duty 

day and night at the orphanage. In September 1939, he spoke for the last time on Polish 

Radio, calling for peace. In the summer of 1940, he went with the children to summer 

camps.

The orphanage was resettled to the ghetto at 33 Chłodna Street by order of the occupant

Korczak was temporarily arrested for not wearing an armband with the Star of David, 

which the Jews were to wear



In October 1941, the Orphanage was forced to move again, this time to ul. Sienna 16 / 

Śliska 9

Korczak constantly fought for financial resources to support the children, but most of 

all he tried to ensure that, despite the hopeless situation, life in the Orphans' Home 

would continue to follow the earlier, pre-war rhythm.

In May of that year, he began writing "Diary", which showed a tragic picture of the 

Nazi occupation.



Korczak rejected   the offers of personal rescue: he did not accept the help his friends 

offered him in leaving the ghetto and in hiding.

On the day of deportation, in the morning of 5 August 1942, when the main 

extermination of the population of the Warsaw ghetto began, Janusz Korczak refused 

to leave the children and staff of the Orphanage.



The Nazis offered the "Old Doctor", as he was called before the war, release and the 

possibility of rescue. However, Janusz Korczak contemptuously rejected this proposal. 

He led the march of two hundred children from the orphanage.

The four-hour long march of children to the Umschlagplatz was a shocking view for 

the inhabitants of Warsaw.



This is how Władysław Szpilman remembered this view

“On 5 August  (...) I accidentally witnessed the march of Janusz Korczak and his 

orphans (...). He had spent many years of his life with them and now, on their last 

journey, he did not want to leave them alone. He wanted to make this path easier for 

them. He explained to the orphans that they had reason to be happy because they were 

going to the countryside (...). When I met them on Gęsia, the children were walking 

and sing, beaming, a little musician was playing for them, and Korczak was carrying 

two of the youngest, also smiling ones, in his arms and telling them something funny ”.



They died in the gas chambers of Treblinka

The next day, he died with the children and orphanage carers in the gas chamber of 

the concentration camp in Treblinka. Chaim Stajer, an staff of the camp 

Sonderkommando, emptied the chamber in which Janusz Korczak and his charges 

were placed. What he then saw he remembered until his death: “Korczak stood bent 

(...), he was as if surrounded by a large number of children who were holding him. I 

didn't count the children, but I estimate there were about 200 to 300 children there. "



Monuments of Janusz Korczak



Janusz Korczak has earned respect in me with his 

devotion and inspires me to help others, especially the 

weaker ones.



Thanks for your attention.

Olivia B.


