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INTRODUCTION 
Presentation of the project 



Where it all started… 

 

Ramona from Austria and Maria from Portugal, the founders 

of the project met in Cannes at the eTwinning Annual 

Conference “Democratic participation”, held in October 24-

26, 2019, in Cannes, France. Both took part in the Partner 

finding workshop where Maria presented her idea for the 

project.  

We exchanged ideas and complemented the initial plan with 

the suggestions that brought from our brainstorming. 

The project was registered on November 19th , 2019. 

© Maria Silva 



An eTwinning project 

© Maria Silva 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This collaboration is an outcome of the partner finding fair 

workshop held at the eTwinning Annual Conference 2019 I 

attended and where I met Ramona with whom I shared my 

class’s project idea involving forest conservation.  Being both 

concerned about the importance of forests in the preservation 

of biodiversity and their role in mitigating climate crisis, we 

registered this transdisciplinary project aimed to make 

students and the community aware of the importance of the 

forest in the life of their community by learning from older 

generations through interviews and storytelling, researching 

on the major threats to their local forests and acting to 

preserve them. Participating schools connected with each 

other and their local communities with a mission to change 

how the world's forests are valued and to have a positive 

impact on forest conservation and climate crisis mitigation 

thus contributing to SDG 13: climate action. 

By creating opportunities for students to bound with older 

generations to share experiences, knowledge, and skills the 

project has fostered positive and inclusive relationships. 

 This project was designed to equip young people with the key 

competences and the 21st century skills (creativity, 

communication, collaboration, decision making digital literacy, 

critical thinking and compassion) which will foster lifelong 

learning, thus preparing them to today’s fast changing world. 

 

Project summary 

© Maria Silva 



 To promote the international dimension of education through the 

curriculum  

 To facilitate an interdisciplinary approach of the curriculum 

 Enhance an effective intercultural communication based on collaborative 

transnational team work through computer mediated communication and 

collaboration  

 Enrich teachers and students pedagogical experiences to achieve 

greater motivation in the teaching and learning process 

 To raise confidence and positive self-esteem by attending different 

learning styles and by valuing other forms of learning and knowledge 

(non-formal) 

 Foster pupils and teachers' motivation to learn other languages and 

interact in a foreign language 

  To enhance responsible attitudes by raising pupils’ awareness on 

Internet safety issues 

 To promote intergenerational bounding and understanding between the 

young and older generations 

  To provide opportunities for different generations to come together to 

share experiences, knowledge, and skills that are mutually beneficial 

and foster positive long-term relationships 

 To foster the discovery of useful electronic tools that can be used to 

improve the quality of students school work 

  To get pupils actively engaged in shaping a more inclusive, peaceful and 

sustainable world by taking action in forest conservation and global 

campaigns and service projects (e.g. supporting SDGs, Planting Trees 

action, Climate Action project, Earth Day, World Environment Day) 

 

 

 

Objectives 



Participating schools 

• Teacher: Ramona Weiskopf, 

•  School: Neue Mittelschule 2, 
Wörgl, Austria 

 

• Teacher: Triin Nooska, 

• School:  Luunja Keskkool,  

• Tartu, Estonia 

 

• Teacher: Triantafyllia Syvaka, 

• School:  4th Gymnasio Polichnis 

• Thessaloniki, Meteora, Greece  

 

• Maria Silva, Escola Básica 
Ferreira de Aves, A.E. de Sátão, 

• Sátão, Portugal 

 

• Teacher: Adina Ionesco,  

• School: Rosia-Jiu Technological 
Highschool, 

•  Rosia-Jiu, Romania 



55 PUPILS 

 

 

• 7th to 9 th 
grades 

• (11-15 years 
old) 

SUBJECTS 

• English 

• Portuguese 

• Natural 
Sciences 

• ICT 

• Citizenship 
Education 

• Geography 

OTHERS 

• Parents 

• Security officers 
responsible for 
Internet Segura 

• Municipality 

• Etc… 

 

Target groups 



Education for sustainable developement 

Supporting UN SD Goals 

 and Paris Agreement to tackle Climate Crisis 

Aims to promotes the 

development of the 

knowledge, skills, 

understanding, 

values and actions 

Participating schools joined efforts to support the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG) by embedding SDG principles in the 

project. We included and participated in National and Global 

campaigns and initiatives within the Paris agreement on climate 

change like  World Environment Day. 

Students and teachers connected with each other and their local 

communities with a mission to change how the world's forests 

are valued and to have a positive impact on forest conservation 

and climate crisis mitigation thus contributing to SDG 13: 

climate action. 

.  



The challenge 

Learn about SDG 13 and the importance of 

forests in mitigating climate crisis to take 

action to protect the forest 
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Active construction of knowledge 

Cooperative learning 

Interdisciplinarity 

Social interaction 

Personal involvement 

Sharing common objectives 

Reflection 

PROJECT-BASED LEARNING 

The coordinators of  this project  believe that children have a 

strong disposition to explore and discover which is most often lost 

along the way through the years of formal education. In order to 

ignite their curiosity and lever their level of motivation we take a 

project-based approach. This approach builds on natural curiosity 

and creates authentic learning environment that enable pupils to 

interact, question, connect, collaborate, problem-solve, 

communicate and reflect. 

As passionate educators we want to engage our students in 

experiential learning (D.Kolb, 1983) by providing them the 

opportunity to learn  about the real-world issues and life that 

extends beyond the classroom to each student’s home, community, 

nation, and the world. 

We implement Active Learning methods that allow students to 

activate critical thinking; gather information, analyse data, 

exchange ideas, cooperate and negotiate with each other.  

This learning scenario promotes students engagement and livens 

their self-esteem by giving them a voice to express themselves, 

tolerating error and promoting risk-taking and change.  

Pedagogical approach 



PROCESS OVERVIEW 



•Climate action project 

•Collaborative team work: 
research 

•Interacting with partners  

•Field trips 

•Pressneting results of the 
research 

•Creating products for the 
project 

 

•Playing kahoot game 

•Pledging to save the 
forest 

•Evaluation of the project 

•Planning 

•Inviting teachers and 
students to the Tiwnpace 

•Editing eTwinning profile 

•Introducing to one 
another 

•Drafting an evaluation 
report based on the 
information collected  

•Applying for the quality 
label 

•Dissemination of the 
project 

•Planning future 
partnership 

Follow-up 

stage 

Preparation 
stage 

Development 
stage 

Conclusion 
stage 



PREPARATION STAGE 
Preparatory activities and outcomes  

(November-December 2019) 



RESPECT ACTIVITY ONE: 

COLLABORATIVE 

BAINSTORMING 

Activity Description Results  (Links) 

Interaction on the 

Twinspace: 

getting to know 

each other 

Step 1: After teachers are familiar with the new 

Twinspace,  they register their pupils as project 

members. 

Step 2: Pupils edit their profiles by uploading a 

avatar and create a poster to introduce 

themselves themselves to their partners on a 

Twinboard. 

Step 3: Pupils read their partners profile to 

discover who they are and leave a comment to 

start interacting with them. 

 

 

Example of a member’s 

Twinspace profile 

 

 

Climate change: 

What’s the 

weather like 

today? 

Pupils shared weather reports, photos and 

impressions on the weather in their towns so 

as to compare and draw conclusions on 

climate change. 

 
https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/page/790269 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate crisis and 

the role of the 

forest 

 

Students worked collaboratively to learn about 

climate crisis issue and understand the role of 

the forest in mitigating climate change. 

 

 

 

Each team was assigned a different topic to 

cover the theme in different perspectives and 

get a deeper understanding of the issue: 

- Causes 

- consequences 

- SDG 13: climate Action 

- Role of the forest 

 
https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/page/803694 

 

A Presentation on story jumper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning games created by 

students’ teams 

 

 

 

 

Brainstorm  1 

Preparing the 1st 

field Trip 

 

Students interacted on tricider to suggest 

questions and topics  for the planned 

interviews to collect information about climate 

change and the forest in people's lives 50 

years ago. They worked together to draft the 

interview to their grandparents or the elderly at 

the Day care centre visited by the class. 

 
 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/page/842314 
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DEVELOPMENT STAGE: 
Activities and outcomes 

(January-May 2020) 



RESPECT ACTIVITY ONE: 

COLLABORATIVE 

BAINSTORMING 

Activity Description Results  (Links) 

 Experiential 

Learning trip 1: 

Intergenerational 

Interviews 

- Each team conducted, recorded, translated 

and shared the results of interviews 

students carried out either during the visit to 

the Elderly Day Care Centre or in 

alternative they interviewed their 

grandparents.  

 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/

page/868413 

Visit to the Elderly Nursing 

Home in Lamas 

 

 

 

Sharing results on 

the Twinspace 

Pupils transcribed the interviews, selected 

information and translated it into English to be 

shared on a page on the Twinspace.  

The audio of the forest narratives told by the 

interviewees were uploaded on Soundgarden, 

translated and shared on a page on the 

Twinspace. 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/

page/884226/edit 

 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/

page/861602 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Experiential 

Learning trip 2: 

 

Caring for our 

forest campaign 

 

 

Luckily, Portuguese students managed to carry 

out this activity before the lockdown. We had 

the chance to have an outdoor lesson to learn 

more about the forest and we organised all the 

students of our small school from 5th to 9th 

grade on a clean-up campaign which ended in 

a planting tree action.  

 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/

page/899907 

 

 

 

TEAMING UP for 

collaborative 

project work 

Teachers agree on the topics which can be worked 

within  their curriculum with their classes 

Topics and tasks were presented on a google docs 

for the teams to choose  to work in collaboration 

with their partners. 

 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/

page/868438 

The google document used to match the 

teams according to their interests: 
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Activity Description Results  (Links) 

 

 International 

collaboration in 

lockdown 1 

As all participating schools were closed,  

students and teachers continued the 

collaborative work from their homes. Students 

were matched in international teams to work 

on the presentations about the different topics 

(Forest narratives, comparative study of the 

interviews, research on Forest threats …) and 

the different tasks (creating a video, a comics, 

make a presentation etc…)  

They shared their work on the Twinspace on 

the pages assigned for each topic. 

 

Research works:  

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/

page/868301 

 

 

 

 International 

collaboration in 

lockdown 2 

 

Using the information shared on the 

Twinspace and what they have learnt,  

students contributed to the creation of a Quiz 

game by sharing questions on a common page 

of the Twinspace 

 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/

page/979487 

 

 International 

collaboration in 

lockdown 3 

 

The teams created learning games that 

Portuguese partners played from their homes 

with their Austrian Partners. Partners who 

could not attend played remotely: 

- Matching game 

-  Hangman 

- Quiz 

 

 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/

page/978426 
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CONCLUSION STAGE: 
Activities and outcomes 

(June 2020) 



RESPECT ACTIVITY ONE: 

COLLABORATIVE 

BAINSTORMING 

Activity Description Results  (Links) 

 

 

Taking action on 

world environment 

day 

 

Our awareness 

campaign for 

forest 

conservation 

 

 

 

 

 

- From their homes students were inspired to 

pledge to save the forests on World 

Environment Day.  

- They took part in an interactive video lesson 

shared on the Twinspace. Students 

watched Prince Ea message video “To 

Future Generations: Sorry” 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/

page/975019 

 

- They wrote messages they shared on the 

discussion task and created pledge posters. 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/

page/977131 

 

 

 

Presenting the 

Forest Narratives 

  

Students read the forest narratives of the older 

generations collected by their partners and ask 

each other questions for clarification of 

different aspects of the stories.  They created a 

video or a comics to illustrate the story they 

studies. 

 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/101510/pages/

page/861602 

 

 

Wrapping up 

 

Playing to test 

what we have 

learnt 

 

 

Portuguese students and Austrian students 

met on a videoconference to discuss the 

learning outcomes, to play the final Kahoot 

game and close the project. 

While Portuguese students were still in 

lockdown, half of their Austrian partners were 

collaborating from school and the other half 

from home. 

 

The meeting started with a brainstorming to 

revise knowledge acquired by the participating 

teams and ended  in a cheerful mood with the 

Kahoot game. 
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EXTRA OPTIONAL 

ACTIVITY 



• This activity was created to help students deal with the Covid-19 lockdown.  

• Students were invited to be creative during that strange period and share their 

routines, their feelings, hopes and positive messages through comics. 

• Prompts: 

• a) What did/ do you do to help keep active physically  

• and mentally during the Easter holiday quarantine period? 

b) What did/ do you miss the most? 

c) What do you wish for? 

• Here is an example of a result.  

• You can see more on the padlet:  

 

A diary of a teen in lockdown 



Project outcomes 

© Maria Silva 



COLLABORATION 

STRATEGIES 





PROJECT ASSESSMENT 



Project assessment 



Before participating in project I 

didn't have much confident in 

interacting in English and with 

people from other countries, 

and participate in this problem 

help me to improve this and 

now I like do this and I'm 

confident about is, so I'm very 

happy and proud about this. For 

this reason and others I liked so 

much participate in this project 

and I think it was very worth it. 

The learning outcomes of 

my participation in the 

project and make my proud 

were the improvement of my 

teamwork skills and also the 

research skills because I 

learn more where I can 

search for true information 

and how to put in my works 

and the references. 

Pupils’ feedback on the project 

With this project I improved 

my communication skills, I 

pay attention to the detail 

and that was difficult to me 

before this project and I 

learned more about the 

world itself, it's discoveries 

and the important 

moments. 

This project allowed me 

new discoveries, I improved 

my communication and my 

critical spirit. What makes 

me proud was being able to 

participate in an experience 

like this, in which it made 

me grow mentally and learn 

more. 

For me, the results of 

these English works were 

excellent, since I was able 

to improve my English 

skills, such as 

understanding the words 

and improve my school 

results even in other 

subjects. 

he results were good, 

and I am proud of my 

abilities. 

I learn more about the 

ecological footprint. 



IMPACTS 
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Overall students showed higher motivation to learn while 

developing the following skills: 

 
• Communictaion skills for: Reading, writing, listening, speaking and interacting 

• Independence 

• Responsibility 

• Teamwork management 

• Time-management 

• Creativity 

• Problem-solving skills 

• Critical thinking 

• Digital skills 

• Autonomy 

• Awareness towards global issues 

• Cultural sensitivity 
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• Parents and friends were involved in the project 

• Students contributed to sensitise the community toward the 

issues they studied. 

• Stakeholders took part and supported some of the actions 

and promised to take action 

• Some families have committed to change certain 

environment unfriendly habits 

 

© Maria Silva 



DISSEMINATION 



School Webpage 

http://www.escolasdes
atao.pt/index.php/201

3-01-29-22-20-
50/esfrov/399-21-de-

fevereiro-dia-
internacional-da-
lingua-materna 

 

School Magazine 

https://www.escola
sdesatao.pt/files/2
019_2020/2__edio
_Maro_2020.pdf 

School Anual 
Activity Plan 

(PAA)  

https://drive.google.co
m/a/escolasdesatao.pt/
file/d/0B4H51w3cOsy
QcWVLSlJyZFlRMX

c/view 

 

Unesco website 
and Ensino 
Magazine 

http://www.ensino.eu/e
nsino-

magazine/fevereiro-
2020/unesco/cuidarda

casacomum.aspx 

 

  

DISSEMINATION 
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