Bulgarian Christmas traditions and customs
 On Christmas Eve everyone are happy because of the many presents and delicious food. That’s why Christmas is my favorite holiday. We also esteem the night before Christmas. In Bulgaria we have many interesting Christmas traditions and customs. I will show you some of them.
Survakane
One interesting our tradition is called “Survakane”. This is ritual for health and wealth for the coming year. The children beat the back of all family members with “Survachka” and wish them luck and health. The “Survachka” Is made by three and is decorated with white yarn popcorns, dry fruits and nuts. The family members give to the children money and treats. [image: http://old.parvolak.com/images/stories/surva/survachka001.jpg][image: http://zaman.bg/bg/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/survakane-sevkisen1-300x225.jpg]
Budnik
In my village we have a tradition to put a big wood in the fireplace called “Budnik” on the night before Christmas Eve. The tradition says that if the wood is still burning on the morning the next year will be good and successful.
[image: http://www.hera.bg/im/1248.m300.jpg]  
The meals
[bookmark: _GoBack] The meals should always be an odd number, and with no meat. We prepare 7, 9, or 11 meals. All of them are vegetarian as it is the last night of fasting. Usually we cooked beans, rise and spices wrapped in cabbage or vines leaves called “Surma”, salads and most important the Christmas “Pitka” with a coin for luck, or “Banitza” with small notes with wish of good luck and health.. We have a special compote from boiled dried fruits /plumps, apples, pears and apricots with lemon and spices/. And lots of nuts, pop corn and fresh fruit. For a dessert we have fruits and a kind of pastry soaked in a very sweet syrup called “Baklava”[image: http://www.desant.net/files/tn/126191530421179.jpg][image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_m0R1JHDq_jA/S09owor_PEI/AAAAAAAAAGw/ul6VMNOVREc/s320/DSC06212.JPG]  [image: http://www.7dni.bg/images/articles/2967normal_01.01.11_074.JPG.jpg] [image: http://www.kulinarbg.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/%D1%81%D0%BC%D1%8F%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0-%D0%B1%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B0.jpg]
[image: http://alphadesigner.com/wp-content/uploads/sarmi-with-cabbage-leaves-alphadesigner-cuisine.jpg] [image: http://gotvach.bg/files/lib/600x350/kompot2.jpg]
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