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FORESTS IN LITHUANIA


Forests in Lithuania cover approximately 33% of � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania" \o "Lithuania" �Lithuania�′s territory.


Forest land is divided into four protection classes: reserves (2 %); ecological (5.8 %): protected (14.9 %); and commercial (77.3 %). In reserves all types of cuttings are prohibited. In national parks, clear cuttings are prohibited while thinnings and sanitas cuttings are allowed. Clear cutting is permitted, however, with certain restrictions, in protected forests; and thinnings as well. In commercial forests, there are almost no restrictions as to harvesting methods. 


Lithuania is situated within the so-called mixed forest belt with a high percentage of broadleaves and mixed conifer-broadleaved stands. Most of the forests - especially spruce and birch - often grow in mixed stands. The dominant species are � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scots_pine" \o "Scots pine" �Scots pine� (Pinus sylvestris) (42%) and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spruce" \o "Spruce" �spruce� (Picea abies) (22.8%). The average age of the forest stands is 53 years. 


                  �   � HYPERLINK "https://www.google.lt/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjjn97ag8XTAhWCZCwKHXRPDTQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F208010076517097856%2F&psig=AFQjCNH4V5zUXbdpfQxf6qFS0WuPeGgy4Q&ust=1493395576980708" ���




















 

















� HYPERLINK "http://www.truelithuania.com/dzukija-national-park-2214" \o "Dzūkija National Park" �Dzūkija National Park�


Dzūkija National Park is the largest protected area in Lithuania (697 km2) and the country's most extensive forest (91% of the park area is forested, mainly with pines). 30 rivers and streams flow there, well-enjoyed by kayakers and anglers (who also practice at 48 local lakes). 6 footpaths and 6 bicycle routes are for dry exploration of nature. Key locations may be accessed by car (main roads are paved, side roads unpaved). There are 54 mammal species and 198 bird species.
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